Seven varieties of indigenous Phytolacca dodecandra L'Herrit (Phytolaccaceae) were field-tried for molluscicidal potency. Varieties (U96) and (U95) collected from Kabarole and Kabale respectively were the most potent with LD90 equal to 2.54 and 6.46 rng.l": respectively. Water bodies ranging between 4,770 and 347,510 litres in Kibimba rice fields were treated with up to 50mg.!"'· Snails kills were monitored every three months and 92 -100% mortality rates were realized.
INTRODUCTION
snail infection in Kitubulu than in Bugonga area and Nakiwogo.
The snail surveys of 1992 at several sites on the shore of Lake Victoria, Fig.I 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Semi-ripe berries of four P dodecandra varieties were collected from wild-growing plants, in Gulu (U93), Rakai (U94), Kabale (U95) and Kabarole (Fort-Portal) (U96). They were dried in the shade. A grain miller was used to get a fine powder of each variety.
Ten grams of each variety was sent to the Royal Danish School of Pharmacy, Denmark, for HPLC finger prints.
Laboratory toxicity evaluation was done in order to determine LD50 and LD90 of each variety. Only the water extracts were used. Cold extraction was allowed to proceed for 24 hours. Faecal samples were collected from school-going boys and girls at Nainala Quarters, Labour Line Quarter, Kasobere, Bubusi, Mahoma, Kibimba Quarter, Kibimba Nursery and Kibimba Primary School. Egg counts were done at the Institute of Public Health, Makerere University Medical School. * Collected from one site only. Table 3 shows the result of Phytolacca trials three months after the first trials. Figure 3 shows the southern part of Kibimba Rice Scheme where the different sites for Phytolacca trials are located. Water flows from Lake towards site 10, gives off tributaries 3, 10, 8 and crosses the main road towards the North. This study was limited to the southern part of the Rice Scheme. 
RESULTS

DISCUSSION
Our findings in Entebbe Peninsula about the snail vectors for gastro-intestinal schistosomiasis, revealed that the vectors present cannot pose a very serious risk of the disease. Similarly, the cleanliness of urinal bilharzia vectors is another sign of relief. Intestinal schistomiasis was a big worry more than two decades ago. PRENTICE, PANESAR and COLES, 1970; PRENTICE, 1972) . The use of Phytolacca, (Ended in Ethiopia), for the control of schistosomiasis dates back to 1964 (LEMA, 1965; 1972 MarT, 1987) . It was felt that there was need to assess not only the molluscicidal effects but also the ecotoxicity of the plant under test to non target organisms and also the user.
/ LAMBERT et al. (1991) were commissioned by IORC to undertake a comprehensive toxicological study of Phvtolacca or Endod. Their findings were that the plant was not dangerous to the user with the exception of slight irritation of the eyes and nose. The plant was found to kill the water fleas, Daphnia and related organisms. Juvenile fish were also found to be affected. Algae, on the other hand, suffered slightly.
Our observations in Kibimba Rice fields also showed that fish fry would get intoxicated at the beginning of the applications; but as water continued to flow, they would recover to normality.
The 100% snail kills observed makes us advocate for the use of Phytolacca dodecandra against schistosomiasis vectors wherever they occur.
